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April 13, 1952 /

Dear Countrymen and Countrywomen, | greet you with the words: Praised be Our Lord,
Jesus Christ!

How joyfully the endless throngs flocked after Christ as he triumphantly came into the
holy city! Cries of “Hosanna” pierced the air and echoed endlessly within the walls of
Jerusalem. There was no end to them. Songs, flowers and palms graced the scene.
But it all changed in a few days. The throngs still proceeded, but they were going the
palace of the judge where the cries were not “Hosanna” but rather “Crucify Him!” —
Crucify Him!” Instead of a tribute of flowers and palms they threw the mud of cruel
insults, curses and imprecations. When Christ was received triumphantly in Jerusalem,
he was greeted with supporters and friends. But on the way of the cross on his way to
an ignominious death, on Golgotha, even his disciples abandoned Him. Only His
mother, the beloved and faithful teacher, John, the converted sinner Magdalen, and a
few pious women remained faithful to Him. He was abandoned by traitors who left Him
alone. It's an old truth. Those who used to praise Him and followed Him, left him when
He was in grave trouble. Here lies a worthwhile lesson: that palms easily are
transformed into crosses, but that is not the end of it all. Contrary to human calculations
and seemingly unapproachable logic, God has His own judgement and His own logic
which transforms crosses into gleams of light and graves into tombs of glory and victory.
It is for this reason that the feast of that glorious night of the resurrection brings the
Christian to the new grave, cut out of the rock face with Joseph of Arimathea. We see
in all of this the finger of God in witnessing the Resurrection since, if the grave had been
new enemies may claim that it was someone else’s grave. History describes to us many
precious artistic and executed in gold, precious marble tombs of many famous men, and
mighty potentates. All, in spite of their glory, value, and glamor, are evidence of
decomposition, decay, and death. Only one plain grave dug out from the mountain
side, in which was placed the wounded flesh of the Savior, is the witness of life, eternal
existence. In our imagination we picture and angel, by an empty grave whose voice of
incredulity, brings for the message: “Why do you seek Him among the dead? He is not
here. He resurrected as He said. The empty tomb brings hope in eternal happiness for
us, strengthens our hope in eternal existence which is the beginning of our eternal
existence. The empty tomb of Christ in our day, calls out, “Christ rules.” And now to
our talk:

“BEHOLD, HE HAS RISEN AS HE SAID”

According to the scriptural account of the evangelists, the death of Christ was a fact,
established and not contested. Sufficient are the words of St. John: “Jesus then said, ‘It
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has happened,” and bowing His head, He expired. Witnesses to the event were the
centurion and those who were guarding the grave. There were also many women who
stood in the distance not from fear of the Lord but they had been pushed away by the
guards. There is no mention of His followers. Evidently from fear they had fled into the
city. They must have been led away into the city and the John had returned to the
grave site. The death of Christ occured around nine o'clock according to time on
reckoning at the time which would be three in the afternoon in modern reckoning! It is
then that the Jews began observing the Sabbath, a day of rest.- “The Jews then, in
order not leave the body’s on the cross asked Pilate to break the large bones between
the knee and the ankle. When they came to Jesus, He was already dead so they did not
break his legs. However a soldier pierced His side to make sure that he was dead. St.
John had noticed the blood and water flowed from Jesus’s side. — “The observer gave
testimony to the fact. And his witness is trustworthy. In the evening St. Joseph
Arimathea came to take down the body. He was a secret follower of Jesus and a
member of the Sanhedrin. He asked Pilate permission to bury the body of Jesus. Pilate
willingly let him bury Jesus. Nicodemus, also a follower of Jesus brought the burial
cloth. They gave Jesus a proper burial with perfumes as was the custom. Joseph had
some property near the crucifixion site as well as an orchard and he had a burial cave
care cut out of the rock face. The grave was made similar to other Jewish graves.
Provision was made for visitors to pay respect. However a large stone was put to block
the entrance to present anyone from stealing the body of Christ by his disciples. Pilate
chose guards to protect that from happening. A group of pious women came to the
grave of their crucified Master — Even though the body of Christ lay in the grave, the
priests and Pharisees were still dealing with the event. Even though the next day was a
holy day, Pilate was approached to put guards at the grave. They said, “Sir, He said
that after three days He would resurrect.” And so the decree went out to protect the
grave in case some of His disciples came to steal the body and claim His resurrection.
And so ilate said, “you have guards, go and guard as you wish.” And the grave was
then put under constant guard. The testimony of the Evangelists about the burial of
Christ is so simple and straightforward that It cannot be denied. They depicted their
testimony as sincere testimony. From this fact it is noted firstly that Christ resurrected.
Secondly that Christ had died and was laid to rest by Joseph of Arimathea. Thirdly, that
the grave was guarded to present someone taking the body. But, on with the narrative.
It was still dark when at daybreak Mary Magdalene with other women came to Jesus'’s
grave to apply holy oil to the body of the Teacher. They were not so much worried
about the guards as they were about the large stone which prevented their entry to the
tomb. They complained, “Who will move the largest stone that prevented entry.” When
they were still distant, wondrous things were happening at the grave site. The environs
elicited a great joy! An unearthly glow engulfed the sight. In this blinding light, an angel
removed the great stone and sat upon it. The effulgent light transferred his clothing
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white as snow. The scene so moved the guards that they were terrified. They fell to the
ground as if dead. After a while they came to their senses and they fled into the city.
The pious women had not seen these happenings since they had not yet arrived at the
grave. They were surprised that the stone was rolled away and the grave was empty.
They were greatly frightened when they saw the angel who announced to them in a
solemn and gentle voice, “Fear not for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified..
He is not here for he has risen as He said. Come and see where He laid. Hearing
these words, Mary Magdalene hasted to inform His disciples that He had risen. She met
Him in the garden but had not realized that it was actually Him. She thought He was the
gardener. However, as He was about to speak to Her, she realized that He was the Mas
ter. The Savior said: “Go to my brothers and tell them. She turned toward the town in
order to start to fulfill His wishes. Where were His disciples and what had they been
doing during the crucifixion? They were terrified during those last days for they knew
not what was ahead of them. They all had gathered in a tenement house where they
closed the windows and the doors. Despite the daylight the premises was filled with
gloom. In the darkness the disciples were a God-fearing, frightened, and worried group.
What was on their minds: “The populace wanted to make Him king. We believed that
He was the Messiah, the son of God. He will give glory to Israel as the prophets have
said. This Jesus of Nazareth was victorious over death. He could not save himself
from death but liberated mankind through his death and resurrection. He had been
seized by the Priestly clan and judged by them to die. The Romans crucified Him
outside of town on Golgota and hung between two thieves. We took him off the cross
and saw his passion; He was beaten and bloody, difficult to look at. He was pierced on
the side by a spear and the wound drained his body of blood. His hands and feet were
pierced by nails and his brow pierced by a crown of thorns. After judgement He was
whipped and spit in the face and He did not complain. As a sheep for slaughter, He did
not say a word. We hesitated to believe that He was a Messiah. Even when told of
Him, we looked the other way. There could not have been greater Miracles than those
He had performed — this Jesus of Nazareth. After all, He had suffered and died an
ignominious death on a cross. He had been told by the crowd: “If you are the Son of
God, come down off of that cross. We waited to be proved that He really was the Son of
God. How could anyone believe that He would rise from the dead. It has been three
days after he died. He had resurrected gloriously; we had not believed it. We were
hoodwinked, left without a shepherd. It is better to be a bug rather than be a man.
Someone knocked on the door to the tenement house. We opened the door carefully. It
was Mary Magdalene. Shaking her arms, she cried out, “The Lord has risen!! | saw
Him!” Rejoice for | have seen the Lord. They could not believe that she had seen the
Lord alive. What had happened at the grave that the guard had fled? Listen to what the
evangelist Matthew has to say: “The guards had come to town to tell all that had
happened. While gathering with the elders they decided to tell the story that the guards
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were paid to let His followers to take him from the grave while the guards slept. And
they spread the news so that to this day it was believed that his followers stole the body.
It all confirms that the Lord had truly risen from the dead. And so the resurrection of the
Lord Savior is the fundamental rock of our faith. St. Paul exposes in reliable confirma-
tion: “We teach that Jesus Resurrected from the dead; some say that he did not rise
from the dead. If there was no resurrection and Christ had not risen our testimony is
worthless and our faith is empty. And then we are false witnesses; there is no
resurrection from the dead. If Christ had not risen, then neither will we. The
resurrection is based on facts on which we base our faith. The gospels, the Act of the
Apostles and many other places in the New Testament confirm the Resurrection so
clearly and with such certainty that they remove all doubt, beyond the shadow of a
doubt. There is no other historical even that has so much evidence as doe the
Resurrection of the lord. History presents thousands of facts to back it up. We have a
load of people who do not recognize the resurrection of the Savor as a sure, certain
historical fact despite the countless instances of confirmation that it did happen; people
to talked and broke bread with them and walked with them; they heard his teachings
and they had touched Him. | this great witness is not subject to belief then no witness in
the ages of the history of the church can move to belief. There are also other sources
available. What happened to the little band of Apostles, men who were filled with fear,
God believing people who defend the cross and the crucifixtion. These changes were
accomplished by a Christ who was not dead but alive, a victorious Christ. What a
power the Cross possessed through the passion and death of Christ; it is a symbol of
victory over death and a symbol of a great Love and Sacrifice. Uncounted thousands
were crucified before Good Friday! You know, as | know if the Crucified Christ had not
risen from the dead, no man with a healthy reason, would not glorify such a terrible
event than that splattered by the blood of the Savior. What power could have given the
myriad of martyrs and missionaries the ability to undergo the intense suffering that was
inflicted upon them which they also underwent to convert the pagans and barbarians.
What phantasm could convince them to accept the teachings of Christ. In our faith
there is no such phantasm; we find facts, an eternal truth of conviction, of facing death
with the hope and conviction about every truth in our faith, in our religion. Christ was
compelled to rise from the dead in or that this miracle of miracles would be linked to the
remission of our sins; a dead Christ without the miracle of the Resurrection could not be
our Salvation and our Redemption. A closed grave would signify a closed heaven.
Untying the tethers and knot of the grave Christ freed mankind and freed the knot and
was victorious over sin and death. He fulfilled his destiny as Savior and Victor over sin
and death. The truth of Easter, “Christ Lives,” should be etched on our consciousness
in our hearts and souls. If we remove the joy of Easter from our hearts, our hopes will
be less then that of the Pagans. In the Resurrection we have way, the light and the life.-
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Our Lord and God gave Christ as well as us the promise of everlasting life? The empty
grave confirms

this. The joyful cry of Easter and its Holy Night: “Death, where is your victory — where is
your sting? “Grave, where is your victory? With faith in the angelic words: “He is not
here, He has risen. Herein lies the answer to questions in regard to our souls especially
its destiny and goal. Standing before the empty grave of Christ we understand and
recognize that the short trouble-laden path of earthly life does not end here. That the
grave is not the end of our written life. That man is no more that a material thing
tending to rot as the absolute end. When the angel removed the great stone from the
grave, at that moment he removed the difficulties, to doubts of future eternal life.

The lily is the flower of angels, a symbol of innocence and a symbol of the resurrection.
Its bulb is dug deep in the darkness of soill  Under the rays of the life-giving sun, roots
appear and new growth pops up through the earth and turn into stalks which bear buds
and the buds which turn into beautiful fragrant lilies. Faith teaches us that similarly in
God's garden where we live. The cold body lies in the earth. It disintegrates in the earth.
After a while | dries. However, in time, it is destined to reintegrate from mere dust, with
the help of God, there is life after death, beyond the grave — eternal life. Live on earth is
incomplete. It is destined for life eternal. There lies the reward for our earthly living. It
also is destined for judgment — punishment or reward. God created man. And what God
created, no one can destroy. It would work against God’s goodness and wisdom. One
may argue and debate our own resurrection but the promise of Christ has certainty,
conviction and truth. “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even
though he die, will not die forever” “God lives and you will live.” “If you believe my word
you will live forever”. Our eternal life is a truth buttressed by Christ’'s resurrection. What
is sweeter than the thought that our life does not end on this earth? Your grave and
mine will have the word “died” and eventually it will have the ring of “resurrected!” Our
consciousness will tell us and our faith will teach us and Christ teaches us that He is the
reason for our resurrection. He rose and he foretold and therefore we too will rise as He
told us.




